Closer to a polio-free Eastern Mediterranean Region (Editorial).
After a long hard struggle, the start of this decade saw the fight to eradicate polio from the Eastern Mediterranean Region appearing to bear fruit. In 2011 and 2012, only two countries in the Region were reporting wild poliovirus - Pakistan and Afghanistan, two of the last endemic countries in the world. By the end of 2012, when only 95 cases were reported in total from the Region, it seemed that finally stopping the transmission of poliovirus was just around the corner. The number of cases and countries were at the lowest-ever recorded levels.